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monarchy and all the institutions of the Old Regime,
which Francis wished to preserve in his own Empire-
could a more absurd and more dangerous policy be im-
agined? So senseless was it that only the will and the
prestige of a legitimate monarch, reduced to despair by
the complexities of an impossible situation, were able to
impose it on the feelings and thoughts of his subjects.
But this dangerous and absurd maneuver had won a
most amazing success. That is one of the secret keys to
the history of the nineteenth century. Napoleon's mis-
takes, the fearful confusion in Europe, the superior skill
of Metternich, had made it possible for Austria to abandon
Napoleon and put herself at the head of a coalition
against him, at the very moment when so dangerous a
maneuver could be executed with the greatest chance of
success. Francis had succeeded, in spite of all his mistakes,
his weaknesses, and his inconsistencies; and the outcome
was extraordinary, even incredible. He had kept intact
the Old Regime in Austria, he had made not one con-
cession to revolutionary thought in his own dominions,
while at the same time he had carried out various ad-
ventures in company with the Revolution, chief among
which had been the marriage and the alliance, made in
extremis; in spite of this alliance he had helped to destroy
the Empire which the Revolution had created in Europe;
and now he was about to regain everything he had first
won during his revolutionary exploits and then lost-
Italy, the Adriatic coast, and the church principalities
which had been annexed. Could a more dazzling success
be imagined, as a reward for so many defeats and so much
confusion? While his opponent of Camp Formio, his con-
queror at Austerlitz, Pressburg, and Wagram was about
to be shut up on St. Helena, Francis had become powerful
and Vienna had regained its position as the political
capital of Europe. Now he was the real master of his Em-
pire; all resistance, beginning with his family, had evap-